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of that danger. They have already shown how imperialism,
in spite of frantic endeavour after compromise, cannot
achieve a permanent equilibrium. Economic exploitation
and the attendant sense of wrong are inherent in the nature
of imperialism. They cannot be removed without the liquida-
tion of imperialism itself. The ideals of justice and the
need for survival combine in demanding a new orientation
of society.

Indian independence is the first step towards such re*
orientation. Dependent India means not only servile India
but sullen India. It means the failure to utilise her
vast material and human resources. A stringent economy
means a disturbed society. Indian society is today explosive
because of the stringency of her economy. What appears
on the surface as communal or provincial jealousy and
discord are at bottom efforts to survive. India's industries
have been destroyed. Indian agriculture cannot support
her increasing population. Service alone seems to offer
security and comfort. There is therefore an unhealthy
competition in securing service as a means to survival.
In the struggle for existence, every individual and group
uses the weapons nearest at hand. Vested interests can
squeeze out luxury even out of the existing regime. A
millionaire, whatever his race or colour, can always command
the good things of life. Communal cries serve to divert the
attention of the exploited masses from glaring inequalities.
Communalism is the last defence of vested interests.

Attention may thus be diverted from glaring evils but
the problems are not solved. Communal passions rankle
in the mind. Social ties are loosened. The order and decorum
built up through centuries of effort and restraint are endan-
gered* Civil society is like an embankment that contains
the surging tide. As long as the embankment holds, the
tides rage in vain. Once there is the slightest fissure, not
only is the whole embankment threatened but also the
countryside it protects. Similarly with the restraints b$t